Renu-Karoo Interns

Renu-Karoo hosts Nature Conservation students requiring 12 months experiential training in practical conservation and management. We also host a few school leavers and undergrad students for shorter training periods.

These are our past and present interns.

2009

Rudi Swart: NMMU, George Campus, Saasveld

· Interests: birds, photography, computers

· Now starting his masters-level research

· Projects completed during 2009 include the development of the first hiking trail on Wolwekraal Private Nature Reserve, a management plan for the control of invasive alien Tamarix ramosissima (salt cedar), and development of a method for removing seeds of Lessertia annularis (skaap ertjie) from their pods.

In 2011 Rudi was managing veld restoration projects on a farm near Piquetberg in the Western Cape
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Rudi Swart on a veld restoration site in an ostrich camp near Oudtshoorn

2009

Anneleh Vorster: NMMU, George Campus, Saasveld

· Interests: art, plants

· Now studying dental engineering at UWC

· During 2009, Anneleh contributed to the development of a stock-tracking systems for Renu-Karoo nursery, designed material for the environmental education day for school learners held annually by Renu-Karoo, designed tins for planting and display of indigenous succulents, and instituted the use of a daybook for recording daily progress of the Renu-Karoo projects.
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Meraai Isaacs (left) and Anneleh Vorster (right) planting soetdoring tree saplings at Bergwater

2010

Sadé Cowley: NMMU, George Campus, Saasveld

· Interests: medicinal plants, heritage, contemporary dance, organic gardening

· Plans to study BTech Nature Conservation in 2011

· Projects completed during 2010 included a study of the medicinal uses of plants by older residents of Prince Alberts and Klaarstroom and the development of a medicinal garden and information leaflets for the Fransie Pienaar Museum. She also improved on the stock-tracking system developed by Anneleh Vorster and assisted Willem Matthee in promoting the concept of water-efficient “eco-circle” vegetable gardens in the village.
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Sadé Cowley (left) and Meraai Isaacs explaining uses of plants in the medicinal garden at Fransie Pienaar Museum, Prince Albert

Sadé received her Nature Conservation diploma with distinction in January 2011

2010

Willem Matthee: NMMU, George Campus, Saasveld

· Interests: frogs, birds, bulb plants, ecology, classical music, gardening

· Plans to study BTech Nature Conservation in 2011

· Projects completed during 2010 included the mapping and description of the vegetation types occurring on Wolwekraal, the compilation of a frog identification guide for the area, development of a tortoise display at Wolwekraal, research into the best approaches for growing various indigenous geophyte species under nursery conditions, and promoting the concept of water-efficient “eco-circle” vegetable gardens in the village.
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Willem Matthee explaining how mistletoe plants are dispersed to host trees

Willem received his Nature Conservation diploma with distinction in January 2011

2010 (July)

Elise Damstra, Stravanger, Norway

(
Interests:  animals, travel

(
Between 18 July and 24 July, Elise gained experience in the propagation of plants at the Renu-Karoo nursery.

(
Plans to complete school year in the UK and possibly make a career in veterinary medicine
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Elise Damstra (left) and Caroline van der Ross (right) making cuttings in the Renu-Karoo nursery

2010

Thabisisani Ndhlovu, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch

· Interests: history, computers, travel

· Research (funded by ASSET) on the impact of Prosopis (mesquite) invasion and clearing on ecosystem structure and function of Nama Karoo rangeland on two sheep farms in the Beaufort West district of the Western Cape province of South Africa. Research is supervised by Prof Karen Esler, and Dr. Sue Milton-Dean.

· Plans: Finishing masters studies and planning to start doctoral studies soon
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Thabisisani Ndhlovu conducting field work in Brandwag farm near Beaufort West


2011 (Jan-April)

Monique Bernic NMMU, George Campus, Saasveld

· Interests: environmental education, herbs, animals especially horses

· Plans to study BTech Nature Conservation in 2012

· Projects completed during 2011 included the development information leaflets on herbs and succulents. She trained our shop assistant Caroline van der Ross to track stock using a computer spreadsheet programme.
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 Monique Bernic dressed for the Karoo sun

In  May 2011 Monique relocated to Addo National Park to complete her internship

2011 (Jan-April)

Theresa Terblanch NMMU, George Campus, Saasveld

· Interests: community development projects, animals especially snakes

· Plans to study BTech Nature Conservation in 2012

· Projects completed during 2011 included the development an information leaflet on identification and ecology of local snakes
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Theresa Terblanch assisting with a survey of vegetation along the N2 national road

In May 2011 Theresa relocated to Goukamma Nature Reserve to complete here internship. Here she is mapping the distribution of invasive alien plants/.

