Drosanthemum hispidum

Common name:

Skaapvygie

Family:

Mesembryanthemaceae

Habitat:
Widespread in Succulent Karoo, especially on bottomlands, heuweltjies and disturbed places.
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Map based on PRECIS data from http://sibis.sanbi.org/
Plant description:
Mat-forming, relatively short-lived (<10 years) leaf succulent. Leaves covered in raised water cells give a dewy appearance.

Palatability: ((( moderate, sheep, goats and springbok

Seed Description:
small seeds (<1mm) enclosed in a woody 5-locular capsule that opens in the rain to release seeds

Viable seeds per kg:
2,260,400

When to plant:

March-August

How to plant in veld

Scatter capsules on roughened surface of bare soil in autumn or winter months. Does best on saline and alkaline soils. Will not establish on deep mulch.

How to plant in nursery

Grind up capsules and sow powder on surface on fine wet sand in a level container. Cover with plastic or glass until the seeds germinate. Water small seedlings with a fine spray until well-rooted.
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Scale: 1cm


[image: image4]Close-up of leaves and flower


[image: image5]Growth habit and capsules. Scale: 1 decimeter

PRECIS data on southern African plant distributions and taxonomy http://sibis.sanbi.org/faces/SearchSpecies/

Renu-Karoo unpublished data
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