Ruschia spinosa

Common name:
 Doringvygie

Family: Mesembryanthemaceae

Habitat: Clay-rich soils of plains in Succulent and Nama Karoo. Widespread, except in grassy areas.
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Map based on PRECIS data from http://sibis.sanbi.org/
Plant description: 
Leaf succulent shrub with sharp, branched spines on dry seed heads. Leaves 3-sides, green turning red in hot, dry conditions. Flowers purple, prolific in August-September following wet winters.

Palatability: ((( Moderate for small stock and springbok depending on growing conditions.

Seed description: Capsule with 5 lobes. Seeds very small (0.3 mm) dispersed by raindrop splash when capsules open in wet conditions

Viable seeds per kg: 368,200

When and how to sow in veld: Sow capsules March-August on roughtened bare soil. The seedlings are too small to grow though wood, straw or stone mulch.

How to sow in nursery: In cool months crush capsules and sow on surface of loamy to gravely soil. Cover with glass or plastic and keep shaded until plants have germinated. Water with a fine spray.
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